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Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, or theme, supported by written material.
The focus of the investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished
outcome. The investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to
develop a sustained line of reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation. The investigation must
show clear development from initial intentions to the final outcome or outcomes. It must include evidence of the
student’s ability to research and develop ideas and relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant
critical/contextual materials. The investigation must be informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of
artists, photographers, designers or craftspeople. The written material must confirm understanding of creative
decisions, providing evidence of all four assessment objectives by: • clarifying the focus of the investigation •
demonstrating critical understanding of contextual and other sources • substantiating decisions leading to the
development and refinement of ideas • recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions by
reflecting critically on practical work • making meaningful connections between, visual, written and other
elements.

skills assessed

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and
processes
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual
language.

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and
processes
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual
language.

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques
and processes
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of
visual language.
The written material must: • be a coherent and logically structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000
words of continuous prose. • include specialist vocabulary appropriate to the subject matter • include a
bibliography that, identifies contextual references from sources such as: books, journals, websites, through studies
of others’ work made during a residency, or on a site, museum or gallery visit • be legible with accurate use of
spelling, punctuation and grammar so that meaning is clear.

Literacy and
extended
writing

Year 13

skills assessed

Literacy and
extended
writing

Coursework Portfolio (60%)

Externally set assignment (40%)

Externally set assignment
practical outcome (15 hours)
(40%)

Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, or theme, supported by written material. The
focus of the investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome. The
investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to develop a sustained line of
reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation. The investigation must show clear development from initial
intentions to the final outcome or outcomes. It must include evidence of the student’s ability to research and develop
ideas and relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant critical/contextual materials. The investigation must be
informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, photographers, designers or craftspeople. The written
material must confirm understanding of creative decisions, providing evidence of all four assessment objectives by: •
clarifying the focus of the investigation • demonstrating critical understanding of contextual and other sources •
substantiating decisions leading to the development and refinement of ideas • recording ideas, observations and insights
relevant to intentions by reflecting critically on practical work • making meaningful connections between, visual, written
and other elements.

Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, or theme, supported by written material. The focus
of the investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome. The
investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to develop a sustained line of
reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation. The investigation must show clear development from initial
intentions to the final outcome or outcomes. It must include evidence of the student’s ability to research and develop
ideas and relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant critical/contextual materials. The investigation must be
informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, photographers, designers or craftspeople. The written
material must confirm understanding of creative decisions, providing evidence of all four assessment objectives by: •
clarifying the focus of the investigation • demonstrating critical understanding of contextual and other sources •
substantiating decisions leading to the development and refinement of ideas • recording ideas, observations and insights
relevant to intentions by reflecting critically on practical work • making meaningful connections between, visual, written
and other elements.

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and
processes
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual
language.
The written material must: • be a coherent and logically structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000 words
of continuous prose. • include specialist vocabulary appropriate to the subject matter • include a bibliography that,
identifies contextual references from sources such as: books, journals, websites, through studies of others’ work made
during a residency, or on a site, museum or gallery visit • be legible with accurate use of spelling, punctuation and
grammar so that meaning is clear.

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and
processes
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual
language.

Students are set weekly individual targets and these are the focus for study both in lessons and during independent study time. For every 1 hour lesson, students are expected to complete 1 hour of independent study.

